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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale 
and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for exami- 
nation, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease, 
Any scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated 
public opinion.’ 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 
FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


The transmission Hansen’s disease being still unsolved, 
the medical world classes ‘‘feebly 


The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty years 
ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required 
take any special precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually for 
short periods. 
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LEPROSY CONTAGIOUS? 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


Dr. Kellersberger, native Texan, aworld authority tropical diseases. James Young, 
author ‘‘Road Tokyo’’, recently said, Kellersberger leads vanguard Ameri- 
can army doctors, men and women, who fight leprosy. has given years specialized 
training Christian medical workers Africa and India.’’Dr. Kellersberger spent years 
the Belgian Congo where founded the Bibanga Leprosarium. For his work was deco- 
rated the Belgian government and was their delegate the first World Leprosy Congress 
Cairo, Egypt, 1938. Dr. Kellersberger member the Southern Medical Association, 
American Society Tropical Medicine, Royal Society Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, and 


the International Leprosy Association. Reprinted from SONG August 1945 


This question asked more fre- 
quently than any other. There more 
difference opinion and more misin- 
formation centered around than al- 
most any other subject. One usually 
finds two extreme attitudes expressed. 
woman called office recently, 
avery much disturbed state mind. 
She stated that she had heard over the 
radio that there are cases leprosy 
New York City; that she had not been 
able sleep since that time, and that 
she became frightened she even 
saw person with bandage any 
part his body! She wanted 
how long the ‘leper germs’ stay mon- 
ey, and finally confided that, 
when she had been Cainatownashort 
time before, Chinese had handed her 
back some change. ‘‘What makes you 
think the Chinese had ask- 
ed. she answered, 
all Chinese had 

The Tragedy Ignorance 

This ignorance and fear are, course, 
told her that there are cases 
record where the disease has been con- 
sometimes stated the press insen- 
sational example through 
laundry touching handkerchief 
some other object. Leprosy, much like 
tuberculosis, requires intimate, re- 


peated contact with open case and 
this under 
such crowding, poverty, ignorance, 
poor food, humidity, other weakening 
diseases, lack sanitary precautions 
and other factors. This one the 
reasons that spreads most tropi- 
calclimates, where these 
more prevalent. However, must never 
forget that though leprosy especially 
world-wide disease, country being 
exempt from it. also know that 
the most chronic disease the world. 
Especially Children 

can say definitely that leprosy 
mildly contagious disease, rarely 
tracted person takes good care of. 
himself. eats proper food, and knows 
something about the disease. Also 
very important know that leprosy 
not inherited, but those exposed 
other members the family under un- 
favorable conditions, especially little 
children, are the ones who get most 
for per cent per cent 
(according the well-known leprolog- 
ist, Dr. Robert Cochrane, India) all 
cases are picked between the ages 
five and fifteen years. 

More than any organization the 
United States, this Mission has promot- 
far-reaching wholesome publicity 
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and interest leprosy, thus gettingrid, 
little little, and cruel 
attitude toward the part most 
people. Also result this war, the 
indifference toward this disease the 
part the medical profession getting 
less, especially since every disease the 
world being brought back our 


Remove the Stigma 


the unjust stigma con- 
nected with leprosy, and especially the 
word those who have hide 
their disease until too late; during 
this time others the family are in- 
fected. Forced segregation may work 
some small special areas where every- 
body can controlled and has sub- 
mit examination, but can’t en- 
forced the United other 
large, heavily populated areas. HOSPI- 
TALS FOR CASES LEPROSY 
SHOULD THE SAME PAR WITH 
THOSE FOR TUBERCULOSIS, AND 
THE PATIENTS SHOULD FREE 
COME AND AND TREATED 
LIKE ANY OTHER SICK PEOPLE. 
THEN THEY WOULD COME EARLY, 
LEARN ABOUT THE TRUE NATURE 
THE DISEASE AND THEM- 
SELVES HELPED, AND KEEP OTHERS 
FROM GETTING IT. SUBJECT 
THAT TABOO AND ONLY 
WHISPERED ABOUT WILL NEVER 
SETTLED. This Mission carrying 
program popular education, 
well giving the Gospel and physi- 
cal and mental healing the patients 
themselves. 

There inexcusable fear and ig- 
norance prevailing even among Ameri- 
cans who call themselves Christians. 
Such craven fear will not induce 
give our help, sympathy and gifts, 
but intelligent understanding the 
greatness the matchless love and com- 


passion our Savior, the Great Physi- 
cian, who ‘‘touched those with 
(Luke 5:11, 12, 13) and meat 
with (Mark 14: 


The Star asked Dr. Faget, our 
C., comment Dr. Kellers- 
berger’s statement that, ‘‘Hospitals for 
cases leprosy should the same 
par with those for tuberculosis, and 
the patients should free come and 
and treated like any other sick 
people.’’ Dr. Faget replied, ‘‘I heartily 
agree with Dr. Kellersberger that any- 
thing which will induce patients with 
Hansen’s disease come for treat- 
ment and observation early step 
the right direction. That the two dis- 
eases Hansen and Tuberculosis should 
treated along similar lines makes 
good sense. The recent tendency 
diagnose all cases tuberculosis early 
and isolate all open cases until they 
have become arrested. There 
anti-tuberculosis campaign pres- 
ent with the above object view which, 
accomplished, would. soon wipe out 
tuberculosis from the country. The 
same could done with Hansen’s dis- 
ease all cases could discovered 
early treated prevent fur- 
ther spread the disease.”’ 


YEARNING 


pray that God reserves for me- 
Until the day when set free- 

bit earth where may roam: 
place call very own. 


want site with trees and stream- 

Near some majestic mountain scene- 
build little home; 

place very own. 
toil, sing, dream, pray- 

While may- 

The blessing little home; 

place call very own. 

Betty Martin. 
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THE DANNERS VISIT CUBA 


NOTE: their recent marriage 
Del., Mr. and Mrs. Danner took 
wedding trip Cuba. was natural that 
the Danners should interested Cuba’s 
handling the problem Hansen’s disease, 
for Mr. Danner has devoted many years 
working this field. secretary the 
merican Mission has visited leprosaria all 
over the world. now retired but contin- 
ues his interest the work. 

speaking Mr. Danner, Dr. William 
Woodward, distinguished Washington physi- 
cian, recently said, ‘‘I want join with Dr. 
McCoy paying tribute Mr. Danner. He, 
more than any other one man, deserves credit 
and honor for the existence the National 
Leprosarium. might not amiss per- 
petuate this honor substituting for the 
name National Leprosarium, the name Dan- 
ner National Hospital.’’ 


was our privilege March see 
Cuba and learn first hand something 
the progress that being made 
the care and treatment Cuban per- 
sons afflicted with This visit 
was made the suggestion Mrs. 
Danner and while saw something 
the excellent work de- 
nominational Missions and Mission- 
aries, our chief interest was centered 
the work for Cuban leprosy victims. 
are indebted Dr. Francisco Tiant, 
leprologist, for what saw the med- 
ical care and Reverend Francisco 
Garcia, Secretary the Cuban Council 
Churches for the interdenomination- 
contacts made for during our 
visits. 

Cuba land made doubly attractive 
its climate and interesting 
people one meets, The first surprise 
one receives the evident poverty ever- 

ywhere. Riding from the airplane sta- 
tion, one passes through the miles 
shacks and more shacks and then comes 
the great and wonderful homes 
where people possessing millions live 


comfort. There seems 
middle class, either very poor very 
rich. has been, perhaps too much 
crop country. Sugar requires 
the harvest. The tobaccocrop does not 
provide perpetual employment for 
months the year. The Government 
making intensive studies seeking 
improve this condition. 

Through the Cuban Council church- 
es, were introduced leading med- 
ical men and health officials. Many 
years ago, very wealthy man hada 
son who developed leprosy. This man 
set apart very substantial amount 
money establishing for 
support leprosarium Rincon. 
Careful inspection the Rincon work 
shows commendable progress. Here also, 
learned that the government had al- 
ready established hospital for patients 
with leprosy the other end the is- 
land. Under the direction Reverend 
Garcia, interpreter, visited this 
western leprosy station Crisco. 
located just few miles from Santiago. 
The equipment new and the present 
large buildings are well arranged 
used full capacity. were permit- 
here see plans for four hundred 
new cottages built connection 
with this eastern Cuba leprosy station. 

our return Havana, visited 
the office the Public Health Dept. 
and here saw maps and charts and 
lists patients and outline for the 
care and treatment these patients. 
was great surprise and happy experi- 
ence discover that more than 2300 
cases Cuban leprosy are listed 
name and address the patient. These 
cases are being treatedin sympathetic 
clinics and friendly medical men who 

**see page 4** 


a 

4 

| 

5 

3 

| 

| 

‘ 


\ 


THE STAR 


Sept. 


TIMELY TOPICS 
FROM THE C.’S DESK 


The Star has queried Dr. Faget 
several subjects which the patients 
are currently interested. Here what 
has say: 


FORT STANTON 


the plan send patients 
Fort have heard from sev- 
eral patients who seem interested but 
none them have thus far pledged 
that they would willing trans- 
ferred for period five years for the 
purpose experimental study cli- 
mate therapy upon this disease. The 
primary object their transfer would 
test the effects climate the 
disease. Whether not the Medical 
Officer Charge there would see fit 
give them special treatment such 
chaulmoogra oil, promin, diasone, 
other medication could only answer- 
him. The question liberty, va- 
cation, freedom grounds, visitors, 
etc. would also have settled 
the Medical Officer Charge. However, 
patients interested climate therapy 
should willing remain good 
climate and away from home for suf- 
ficient time totest the effects cli- 
mate upon their disease. Tuberculosis 
patients transferred Fort Stanton re- 
under treatment for several 
years without requesting leave 
home. They are satisfied with the facil- 


ities offered there the 


the U.S. Marine Hospital, Fort Stan- 
ton which includes good climate. Pre- 
sumably disease patients 
should equally anxious accept 
these conditions. They must realize 
that Fort Stanton situated, 
miles from the nearest railroad station, 
miles from Roswell, New Mexico and 


180 miles from Paso, that visits home 
will practically imposible for them 
most cases. The medical and nursing 
staff will the same that for the tu- 
berculosis patients. Presumably 
sen’s Disease patients and tuberculosis 
patien will segregated 
from each other for their mutual pro- 


ADDITIONAL LAND 


additional land has 
proceeded the extent government 
surveys estimate value adjoining 
land. Request was made for purchase 


_of entire 2100 acres surrounding the 


reservation. this was not approved 
the land east the side 
the reservation was preferred.”’ 


STREPTOMYCIN 


tomycin for adequate treatment one 
patient who treatment 
present. Request for sufficient supply 
for ten more patients has been forward- 
Merck Co., Inc. but yet have 
not been informed whether will 
made available for our 


**Danners visit concluded** 


deal with the case leprosy the 
same friendly sympathet:c understand- 
ing they would obtain dealing with 
cases tuberculosis any other mal- 
ady that might claim public attention. 

rejoice the fact that Cuba 
taking lead the making new 
day for persons with leprosy and dem- 
onstrating the advantages treating 
cases leprosy with intelligent sym- 
pathy. 


gem cannot polished without 
friction nor man perfected without 
adversity. 


| 
| 
4 
7 
| 


1945 THE STAR 


CHAPLAIN RASH HOME 
FROM OVERSEAS 


Captain Wayne Rash who served 
Chaplain with the 44th Infantry Di- 
vision the 7th Army Europe, re- 
lates that during his months over- 
seas conducted services barns, fox 
holes, private homes, destroyed build- 
ings, fields, woods, attics, basements-- 
fact, every place but Church. 

The young Chaplain, who the son 
our Chaplain Clifton and Mrs. Rash, 
arrived the Unitee States July 
aboard Queen Elizabeth which brought 
15,0°0 troops home. 

Wayne has been spending his leave 
here with his wife and parents. 

business but does bring men all 
faiths closer together. remember that 
once Metting, France, shared the 
same bed with Catholic Chaplain 
our outfit, while picture Martin 
Luther hanging bed smiled 
benignly down us. Landeck, 
Austria, arrange services for 
group Jewish women whofor years 
had been denied the right congrega- 
tional worship.”’ 

Chaplain Rash explained that his du- 
ties included, not only 
services when possible, but being 
hand First Aid Stations located near 
front lines give comfort the 
wounded and dying. 

Chaplain Rash laughingly recalled 
night after almost fruitless 
search for shelter came old 
barn where set quarters. 
were exhausted and quickly. 
The next morning when awakened 


foundtwo German soldiers were also 


sleeping there. The surprise was mu- 
tual! Needless say the Germans sur- 


rendered 

regiment, the 324th Infantry. 
landed Cherbourg which was already 
allied hands, September 15, 
said Chaplain Rash. there 
went Nancy. The regiment fought 
Alsace-Lorraine until March and then 
crossed the Rhine pontoon 
bridge into Germany Worms. Then 
went into Bavaria, crossing the 
Danube River. ran into heavy 
fighting Ulm, and this continued 
until reached the Alps. were 
Tmst, Austria, V-E 

During his visit Carville Chaplain 
Rash occupied his father’s pulpit 
two occasions and was warmly greeted 
the Protestant congregation, who 
were pleased see that was wearing 
their going-away gift. identification 
bracelet, that had been with him all 
through his service overseas. Wed- 
nesday, August 22, Chaplain Rash spoke 
our thzatre, telling the patient-body 
many his interesting experiences and 
observations the front line. also 
displayed souvenirs. 

Before entering the service, Chaplain 
Rash was pastor Calvary Christian 
Church Baton Rouge. that time 
and Mrs. Rash made frequent trips 
here. During the Chaplain’s absence, 
has been making her home 
the station with our Chaplain 
and Mrs.. Rash. has entered 
into our community life and her lovely 
soprano. voice has been heard many 
times church services and our 
theatre. 

Captain Rash, accompanied Mrs. 
Rash, left August for Camp Shel- 
by, Miss., and later will report Camp 
Chaffee, Ark. 


never knows himself until 
has denied altar sacri- 
fice the touchstone 


| 
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TALK THE WALKS 


The party line telephones the ru- 
ral areas outmoded when com- 
pared with Carville’s up-to-the-minute 
news coverage grapevine. 

were asked, ‘‘What there the 
most the answer would 
not Patients, for aren’t that num- 
erous; not Nationalities, and goodness 
knows we’re from all nations, but rath- 
Talk for that the predominate pas- 
time all patients all nationalities. 

would interesting experiment 
tostart innocent enough rumor 
with stop watch and check how 
long took return you and how 
altered was. You might not recognize 
when got back tho’ and almost 
convinced its veracity. Passing from 
mouth mouth, translated into many 
languages and then again into English 
does somthing story and how! 

Sometimes remark only 
halfway magnifies itself into tre- 
mendous yarn. Once when position 
was open the writer remembers men- 
tioning that should good job. 
Before the day was was told 
number different patients, individ- 
ually, that had resigned present 
position, signed for the open one 
and was toreceive something like three 
times the salary normally paid. Thun- 
derstruck the way did things with- 
out knowing anything about actions, 
first considered avisit psychi- 
atrist but second thought, realizing 
Carville was indulging its favorite 
pastime, answered for telling 
what I’ve been doing; sometime 
find hard keep with 

Invariably the approach the same 
you bite, who wouldn’t. Several nights 
ago bit and was informed that all vet- 


erans were being moved New Mexico. 
band isn’t going any place without 
—veteran meandered along 
the walk and overheard another vet- 
eran discussing this latest rumor. Said 
he, Louisiana French Ok; born 
and raised the state I’m used 
but danged I,m going where they 
only speak Mexican not 
Where did all this spring diss- 
cussion pro the value cli- 


mate Hansen’ disease between 


tor and patient the presence 
patients. Veterans Hos- 
pitals are much inthe current news 
that was inserted someone and 
some people’s minds there differ- 
ence between Mexico and New Mexico. 
Dr. Johansen never has few days va- 
cation without the 
round that he’s gone bring some 
patients here. This one gets swell, he’s 
gone long enough. The average patient 
can tell you where they are coming 
from, how many ard their sex. any 
women are mentioned prospective 
patients the boys slick bit extra 
and get out the neckties. One day Nick 


carre along tke walk with necktie 


hooked his belt. ‘‘What’s that 
asked. Quick the comeback Nick 
answered, ‘‘Well, its like this; every- 
time rumored some girls are 
get into necktie. This time I’m 
ready and comfortable, too. they 
put the tie; they don’t stays 
where 

heard somcone say there was cow 
grazing near the Canteen 
might steak two for sale and 
this one rumor want on. 


Place The Star the public library your city 
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GOOD NEWS 


Two new station wagons will pro- 
vided for this hospital the American 
Legion Auxiliary. Although all official 
arrangements for this magnificent gift 
have not been entirely completed, Mrs. 
L.L. (Steve) McCormick, Carville Hos- 
pital Chairman, advises that word 
has come from Mrs. Charles Gilbert 
Norwich, Conn., National President 
the Auxiliary, that the cars are 
tuality and final plans for 
the presentation are now under way. 

One the station wagons will 
used transport patients’ 
friends and from railroad and bus 
stations. This car will considered 
government The other sta- 
tion wagon for the pcrsonal use 
the patients take them home au- 
thorized leaves vacations. This car 
No. 188 and for the convenience 
the entire patient 

Arrangements for this gift have been 
going for several months, during 
which time Mr. and Mrs. L.L. 
mick, acting have 
made special trips here eonfer with 
Dr. Faget and Dr. Johansen and the 
officers our local Legion Post. 

The station wagons will purchased 
from the ‘‘National President’s Pro- 
Auxiliary Units throughout the United 
States. understand that the fund 
this year, under the banner leadership 
Mrs. Gilbert, some $80,000. 
from this fund that the Auxiliary 


Naval hospitals for the purpose 


training amputees from this war 
erate cars with safety, and three green- 
houses for combat fatigue therapy 


chase material for research prosthet- 
appliances. Mrs. Gilbert, person, 
recently presented one these cars 
the U.S. Naval Hospital Philadelphia. 
hoped that when definite date 
set for delivery these station wagons 
Carville, Mrs. Gilbert will able 
come down present them. When 
Mrs. Gilbert madea brief visit this 
hospital March she won many friends 
who would delighted welcome 
her again. 


LEGIONNAIRES CALL 

The one-day streamlined convention 
the Louisiana Department which 
met Baton Rouge Sunday, August 
brought group visitors this 
hospital who motored over between 
pre-convention committee meetings 
August 4th greet friends here. The 
group included Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Cormick, Destrehan, La., Sam Rubin 
and Charlie Mitchell, Monroe, 
Frank Neson and Pender, Baton 
Rouge, La., Jim Casserly, New Orleans, 
La., and Col. Centerville, Miss. 


PERSONNEL ANALYST HERE 

Commitee patient employees 
met with Mrs. Annie Brake, Person- 
nel Analyst the United States Public 
Health Service and Dr. Faget 
September 3rd. Mrs. Brake came 
this hospitalfor the purpose adjust- 
ing the patients’ payroll. 

Mrs. Brake plans recommend 
the Surgeon General’s office raise 
wages for patient employees, also that 
classifier sent here the next few 
months examine each position and 
place those patients whoare specializ- 
work the proper wage scales. More 
than 100 this hospital are 
employed the Public Health Service 
carry out many types necessary 
work. 
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WITHOUT THE CAMP 1945 

Once off the record conversation 
had with visiting medico about 
Hansen’s disease and its problems, 
remarked, too, not favor 
strict isolation but believe that 
the failure compulsory segregation 
the has not been due much 

‘to the system itself the way has 
been carried that may, 
based its practical value public 
health measure, the present system 
compulsory segregation persons with 
Hansen’s disease has fallen far short 
being solution the problem the 
United States. 

True, Hansen’s disease not seri- 
ous public health problem the S., 
never was and most unlikely 
that ever will be, under our present 
standard living, with without com- 
pulsory segregation. Hansen’s disease 
certain geographic areas continental 
United States notably States border- 
ing the Gulf Mexico (Louisiana, 
Florida). Farther north the 
the disease shows tendency 
spread. 

1894 Louisiana established pris- 
on-like state institution for persons 
with Hansen’s disease and the state 
health laws pertaining 
ease then, now, were the most rigid 
the United States. 1916 Mont- 
agne, president the Board Control, 
said, “‘If the General Assembly and the 
Governor will continue the present pol- 
icy the conquest leprosy Louisiana 

The State’s ‘‘present was con- 
tinued until 1921 when the Federal 
took over the institution. 
One need only scan the gov- 


erning the National Leprosarium 
recognize that most them were 
dopted from those carried out the 
Louisiana institution. They are replete 
with such words quarantine, appre- 
hension, detention, isolation, restraint, 
etc., etc. certainly difficult as- 
sociate such rules with modern hos- 
pital. significant that April 1943, 
Dr. Faget, our Medical Officer 
Charge, pointed out that these rules 
and regulations still applicable 
and asked that ‘‘each patient 
become familiar with the rules.”’ 

February 1916, when the Congres- 
sional Committee Public Health 
met, hear testimony bill es- 
tablish national leprosarium, the ex- 
perts testified that was 
difficult state the number persons 
the United States with Hansen’s dis- 
ease. The estimates given the hear- 
ing varied from 500 2,500. The experts 
who testified before the committee 
were the opinion that persons af- 
were segregated, the further spread 
the disease would reduced insig- 
nificant proportions relatively 
short space time. 

much for conjecture! Now let 
examine the facts. 


From 1921 1928, 102 patients 


admitted from Louisiana, and from 1928 
1944, 173 patients were admitted from 
the same state. 

The number patients admitted 
the ational Leprosarium from 1928 
1944 was 723. Hopkins and Faget state 
that the number admissions the 
exact index the total num- 
ber individuals afflicted with leprosy 
the should noted that 
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1916, the experts testifying before 
the Congressional Committee estima- 
ted there were from 500 2,500 cases 
some experts are the fig- 
ures high 5,000. September 
1945 the patient enrollment this 
hospital was 384. Authorities conclude 
that for every case within the lepro- 
sarium there are five more without 
and reasonable assume that very 
few those outside are under treat- 
ment. 

According Dr. Faget, the rate 
admissions this hospital has remain- 
stabilized over year periods during 
the last years, the patient enrollment 


remaining about the same, little un- 


der 400. three patients out, 
one route another, three more are 
sure arrive. this coincidental? 
not think so. Further, when the 
new hospital was planned and millions 
dollars spent, facilities were not 
creased any great extent. 

Dr. Faget has always stressed the im- 
portance patients presenting them- 
selves voluntarily the early stages 
the disease for, says, ‘‘They 
should realize that earlier institutional 
care andtreatment will give them bet- 
ter chance arresting the disease. 
This, the goal for which 

Recognizing the wisdom Dr. Faget’s 
state ment realizing that under the 
compulsory segregation system his 
well-nigh impo: sible ask- 
the doctor following questions; 
the figures speak for themselves: 

What percentage cases, ad- 
mitted here the last years, pre- 
sented themselves voluntarily? 

App oximately 15%, counting 
readmissions. 

What percentage cases, ad- 


mitted here the last years, could 
classified early cases? 

13%. The disease had not pro- 
gressed beyond the early stages. 

What percentage cases, ad- 
mitted here the last years, were 
the first year the disease? 

not unusual for persons who have 
lived all their lives less than hun- 
dred miles from this hospital delay 
coming hospital until the out- 
ward manifestations the disease 
their fear the ‘‘lock-up” system that 
delays their coming. This would have 
been sad commentary the system 
even during the old ‘‘chaulmoogra oil 
when had little hope for, 
but iseven more tragic now that the 
hospital can offer chemotherapy (pro- 
min and diasone) which has definitely 
demonstrated its value. 


The most commonly accepted theory 


that Hansen’s disease infective 
prolonged and intimate contact plus 
some other yet undetermined fac- 
tor, particularly among blood kin, 
especially children. have noted 
that too often patients come Car- 
ville after living home over long 
period years and any member 
the family was susceptible, the infec- 
tion may kave been passed on. 
like locking the stable after the horse 
has been stoien. early admission 
the hospital they would have learned 
how safeguard other members 
the family observing sanitary eti- 
quette. One does learn much about 
the disease the hospital, not only 
from the doctors but from fellow pa- 
tients and observation, that would 
impossible learn under any other 
conditions. 

our opinion that the restric- 


} 


tions this hospital were modified, 
less than the patients would 
leave, and this group would from 
those who are physically and finan- 
cially able care for themselves. 
the other hand, many persons who to- 
day are hiding their affliction would 
present themselves voluntarily for 
treatment. 


The Journal the American Medical 
Association carried meaningful 
ment Dr. Chester Frazier, Depart- 
ment Dermatology, University 
Texas Medical School. said, in- 
flexible regulations for the quarantine 
persons afflicted with leprosy 
set. those places where the disease 
shows itself endemically infective, 
segregation may practiced does 
not punish the patient. punish him 
defeat the end the purpose 
quarantine. The leprosy patient does 
not rule require asylum nor 
almshouse; does need hospitalization 
with the purpose always mind re- 
turning him life usefulness and 
self 


the camp shall his habita- 
tion be’’ (Leviticus 13:46) This scrip- 
tural command, issued 6,000 years ago, 
the origin our present day system 
compulsory segregation. Bible histo- 
rians are the opinion that this was 
done more asa religious ceremonial 
than asa hygienic restriction for the 
disease was looked upon punish- 
ment from God. Writing the Jewish 
Dr. Schamberg says, 
reasonable believe that al- 
though leprosy and modern 
leprosy are, all probability, not the 
same disease, the present custom 
segregating persons with leprosy had 
its origin and stimulus the Biblical 
example segregating those afflicted. 
Had the Bible never been written 
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possible that leprosy victims would to- 
day not restrained, for leprosy 
much less actively communicable dis- 
ease than several well-known afflictions 
where segregation not 

Today, adhering traditional 
system which had its roots relig- 
ious ceremonial rather than hygienic 
measure, system which the ecclesi- 
astics administered wnthrouzhthe 
Middle Ages, our Public Health author- 
ities are spending thousands dol- 
lars annually isolate less than 1/5 
the cases Hansen’s the U.S., while 
the very nature this antiquated 
system, actually denying hospitaliza- 
tion and treatment the other 4/5 
example). Compulsory will 
never because does not have, 
and never will have, the cooperation 
the victims the disease refuse 

fly the face tradition which 
has been handed down from generation 
generation until cumulative force 
has become almost instinct re- 
quiring moral courage. That, precisely, 
what Dr. Kellersberger has done 
publicly voicing his conviction that 
with 
should treated like any other sick 
Dr. Kellersberger’s advocacy 
open hospital for Hansen’s dis- 
ease sure contro ersial, one feels 
certain that will not set too well with 
those who, for selfish reasons, not 
wish disturb the status quo. Dr. Kel- 
lersberger’s views are, however, the 
line with definite trend, reflecting 
trend which slowly but surely gain- 
ing momentum professional and lay 
circles, amor who are now con- 
vinced that the answer this ancient 
problem lies modern approach it. 

----S.S. 
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EDITOR’S DESK 


Whatever doubts may have had 
that the war was actually over were 
quickly dispelled, for the very next day 
after the news flash that the Nips had 
surrendered, The Star became the 
proud owner brand new Remington 
Rand standard typewriter, complete 
with all the modern gadgets. 

The typewriter was the gift the 
Forty and Eight, Voiture 340 Baton 
Rouge and was personally presented 
Voyageurs Norman Dupuy, Frank 
Nesom and B.L.Spann who motored 
down the morning Victory Day, 
August 15. 

Although have been publishing 
The Star for years, have done 
without benefit typewriter our 
own. have used typewriters 
ing school, library and our 
friends. The Baton Rouge Voyageurs 
heard our need last winter and got 
busy the project. that time Nor- 
man Dupuy was Chef Gareof Voi- 
ture 340 and appointed Frank Ne- 
som chairman and 
co-chairman, raise the necessary 
funds. When Carville was mentionec, 
Spann, always, went work. 
The Voyageurs planned that the type- 
writer would come Christmas 
present last year, but with WPB prior- 
ities and almost endless red tape, ar- 
rived just time for The Star’s birth- 
day this year. the Baton Rouge Voy- 
ageurs from the entire Star staff 
cially the goes heartfelt 
thank you. 

With this issue open Volume 

-bragging but feel bit chesty about 
the way The Star has been going 
Our circulation has been steadily in- 
creasing. When started mimeograph- 
ing back thought 500 was 


some Stars; now print 2,250 copies 
monthly. 

Information gleaned from The Star 
has found its way into other hospital 
publications and Legion periodicals. 
the present writing Metropolitan 
Daily and National Magazine are plan- 
ning feature articles based data from 
our paper. 

One the highlights the past year 
was the visit Harold Chalfant Los 
Calif. Our old faithful Charlie 
Deck brought him here. Mr. Chalfant’s 
visit has borne much that 
now him our traveling Ambas- 
sador. conducting one man ed- 
ucational our behalf, ap- 
pearing before Service Clubs and over 
the radio. More recently, has issued 
informative booklet Hansen’s 
disease which giv wide distri- 
bution. 

All these things add the fact 
that our educational program, the pri- 
mary purpose The Star, progressing. 

The Star was born only months be- 
fore Pearl Harbor isa 
Naturally, under the circumstances, 
have had our supply 
have all publications. The short- 
age has been our biggest but 
always when the situation looked hope- 
less were able find just enough 
for another month. have managed 
nicely from the income received from 
subscriptions, advertisirg and gifts 
buy all necessary supplies and replace- 
ment equipment and also keep out 
the This would have 
sible had not been the generous 
financial support proyided Forty and 
Eighters from practically every State 
the Union. Their support also made 
poesible for spring golf tour- 
nament and women golfers. 


**see pape 12** 
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READERS WRITE 


secrecy about being hospital for 
treatment for illness that feebly 
communicable. presume the reason 
why there but one place treat this 
that only small number 
people the have the disease and 
few medics are interested giving 
treatments. seemsto Surgeon- 
General Dr. Parran could instruct all 
physicians treat cases where found 
they T.B.and the Government 
take his and other leading physicians’ 
word contagion, and not insist 
segregating those found with Han- 
sen’s disease. not get after the 
government Washington through 
the medical profession and Senators 
and Representatives? Publicity our 


Mrs. Marie Doesle, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Afew months ago the writer subscrib- 
The Star thru the efforts Voi- 
ture the 40/8 Society has read 
every copy with much interest. 
must confess that for these fifty years 
have been entirely the dark re- 
disease, having recollection 
only was seemingly misinter- 
preted the preacher and Sunday 
School teachers from toeir reading the 
Bible. does not usually see much 
publicity the this dis- 
and especially under what ap- 
parently its true light. 
that you endeavor secure wide- 
spread distribution The Star 
you possibly can, placing 
libraries, Legion and 
houses and places like nature where 


would available the general 
public. 


was quite impressed with Dorothea 
Clancy’s letter the April issue 
which she suggests the preparation 
movie regarding Hansen’s disease, 
Carville, etc. Theonly suggestion that 
might add her very fine plan, would 
order that might available for 
showing Service Clubs, Veteran Meet- 
ings, etc. the Service Club, you 
reach the man who interested this 
sort thing and who willing and 
capable rendering assistance. 


Robert House, 


Kenmore, New York 


Desk Concluded** 


Through our ‘‘liaison Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick Destrehan, 
Louisiana, have been able extend 
our Community service and now in- 
cludes reading and mending project 
for the handicapped patients. 

Manpower troubles womanpower, 
too are always with us! This hos- 
pital. even though the columns 
Star, reporting dances, ball games, etc., 
might sometimes give the impression 
that health resort. Many are the 
days when one another just 
the but there always 
someone carry on. are 
eager have more patients work with 
us; especially need typesetters. The 
Star, successful, must coop- 
erative effort; you, our fellow 


wish see Star continue 


forward, cooperate offer your 
help. The Star will flourish all 
work together. 
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HEALTH OFFICER’S STATEMENT 


Dr. fartin Mills, Commissioner 
Health, Richmond, Calif., was not re- 
sponsible for the sensational newspaper 
publicity connection with recent 
case Hansen’s disease California 
(Star-Aug.,1945) 

Dr. Mills has sent the following 

the newspaper story 
the leper who left the isolation hospi- 
alt without permission, lam writing 
you clear the record stating that 
did not give the information the 
patient’s name and address the 
newspapers. Asa matter fact, did 
not know the ‘escape’ this patient 
until was called the newspaper re- 
porter who already had this informa- 
tion. that time, only statement 
this patient was that was ina 
non-communicable stage and was not 
considered menace the com- 
munity. 

this case was first reported 
our office, personally interviewed the 
patient and spent great deal time 
manner possible the need for him 
Carville for period treatment. 
presented very serious language 
difficulty and could not sure that 
explanations were entirely under- 
stood him. Apparently had the 
idea that would confined forever 
the sanatorium. 

local health officer more less 
helpless intelligently handling case 
leprosy because the ignorance 
the public and strictness the State 
laws and quarantine regulations. hope 
that through your publication, The 
gard leprosy and that more sympa- 
thetic treatment can given per- 
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WORD FROM DR. McCREARY 


Lt. Col. McCreary, former 
member the resident medical staff 
this hospital, who has been active 
duty with the Medical Corps 
Army for the past yrs., now station- 
Manila, Dr. McCreary has 
been command his unit, the Ist 
Med. Gen. Disp., for the past months. 
writes: 

the States and overseas, too. give 
every ordinary care Mi- 
litary Personnel. And rule usu- 
ally have few beds take care mi- 
nor things. 

would lixe the patients know 
have visited St. Lazaro Hospital here and 
brings back many memories both 
pleasant and sad. And would like for 
them know how much better off the 
Carville are than those out here. 
Here they are living antiquated 
buildings with good care, but not with 
the they have there. 
talked Dr. Poz, and discussed 
their trial penicillin reactions. 
But results have been in- 
conclusive. 

wasreally bombed out, and 
the closer you get tothe bay, the 
gets. the suburbs, however, life 
simpler, and with lots work 
pieces sheet iron, they can con- 
struct another fairly good home. But 
the state nourishment and mental 
outlook these people revelation. 
They have their fruits and vegetables, 
which must have been great back log 
for their diet Jap invasion times. 

here Medical Staging area 
and you know what that means you 
know will probably move on. 

regards friends, both the 
personnel and the 
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SPORTS 
Nick Farrel 


SOFTBALL 


Although World Series talk has be- 
gun dominate the local sportsman’s 
conversation, interest our two pa- 
tient softball teams still runs high. 

With the second round three-quar- 
ters gone the battle royal for the pen- 
nant crown full swing. The ram- 
paging Blues have finally been checked 
the Legion boys who, paced 
pitching performance, have taken 
new lease life. 

Highlights the past month were: 
Darrel’s hit shut out the 
Legion and LeBlanc’s 2-1 victory over 
the Blues, while 16-13 slugg-fest had 
Miriam, our comely score keeper, 
dither chalking upthe tallies. Add 
this the acrobatic antics yours truly 
(just playboy heart) and you can 
see why our softball games enjoy such 
tremendous popularity. 


GOLF 


The Country Club’’, agroup 
our local golfers, recently elected 
permanent officers. Alan Smith was 
chosen President; Martines, Vice 
Pres.; Nick Farrel, Sec., and Roland 
Roberts (Roberto), Treas. Score cards 
and tees were given all menbers. 


DANCING 


The Labor Day Hard Time Dance saw 
our local rug cutters action. Dancing 
maestros met with the jiver’s approval. 

dance will climax the Mexican 
Club’s celebration their Independ- 
ence Day Sept. 16. The Patients’ Federa- 
tion will co-sponsor the affair, which 
promises bea gala occasion with 
music tae Personnel Dance Band. 


Say been 
with 
Knitting 


ast 


The Patients‘ Federation has allotted 
$200 for its sports program for the rest 
1945. Al, the new Sports Commis- 
sioner, plans busy program varied 
activities. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Carville, Louisiana. 


have stock-We will get it! 


THE STAR PRINT SHOP 


Solicits your patronage 
Social and business heads, 
envelopes and cards 
Mail orders promptly filled, 
reasonable prices 


THE CANTEEN 
the 
Recreation Building 
Owned The Patients 
Patients 
Darrel Broussard, Mgr. 
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ANN PAGE'S THE LADIES 


Grace, where are you? I’m 
the armhole, when begin cast- 
the these knitting problems. 
had long been her ambition get 
other girls and when Grace, 
who half-pint size, goes after thing 
she usually succeeds. She past mis- 
tress the art, having completed 
sweaters date and now has hand 
the yarn for more. One those sweat- 
ers being worn her soldier brother 
the CBI theater present. 

Knit Purl click, click, click, 
goes the rhythm some girls’ 


lives these days. With their accustomed 


ingenuity the girls have devised means 
blocking their work, thus avoiding 
the problem having send town. 
Eula, who disliked the pliable plastic 
needles, made pair ones from 
aclothes hanger. Practicability 
some instances the first knitting was 
half-sleeve which will worn over the 
elbow protect the ulnar nerve from 
the cold. hoped this will elim- 
inate some the misery nerve pains 
this winter. 
The merchants have been most co- 
operative saving yarn until someone 
came town secure for our girls. 
One day alone Sister Margaret spent 
for yarn which the girls had ordered 
for. are told this amount 
will make about sweaters. 
Cable stitch, with its many varia- 
tions, far the most here 


and knitting and purling forming 
stripes second. Sleeveless and long 
sleeve modelsare about equally divided. 
The colors include beige, yellow, ma- 
roon, green, pink, lavender and red. 

experience the yardstick then 
Grace, Marie, Eula and Elvira are tops. 
Kitty, Betty, Mary C., Annie, Ruth, 
Margaret, Louise Ann, Helen and Molly 
are their second third sweaters 
while Nina, Angelica, Esperanza, Lupe, 
Miriam, Dorothy, Paula, Mary Ruth, 
Whitey, Josephine, Elda, and Myrtle 
are progressing nicely with their first. 
Yours truly still the Pre-Primary 
class not having advanced beyond the 
stage trial and error, which simply 
means rip and start again and this time 
don’t drop any stitches. 

Most the girlshave knitting bags 
all sizes and discriptions and where- 
ever they does the knitting. 

Butch, seems, has special system 
for winding yarn for the girls, and toget 
out this pesky job maybe should 
Pete, Ralph, Olsen, Dan, Randon, 
Johnnie, Steve, Nick, Manuel and Pete 
Bellocampo have done take knitt- 
ing, too. These fellows are determined 
not outdone the girls and their 
work looks mighty fine. 

Sewing, crocheting and embroidery 
are not being neglected for knitting. 
These electric sewing machines 
rather busy and you see girls the 
porches with their fancy work every 
day,too. 
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PERSONNEL PERSONALS 
Mary Browne 


popular subscription and the help 
the Marine Hospital Golf Club, 
nice Lyon and Healy upright piano has 
been procured for use the two or- 
chestras (the Symphonettes, and the 
dance orchestra and for general per- 
sonnel purposes. has been located 
the large room the 2nd floor the 
Administration Building. 

Tuesday, August, 14th will live for- 
ever our memories the day which 
the Japs surrendered. The news came 
over the radio around 6:00 P.M. and 
shortly thereafter services were held 
both churches. The personnel cele- 
brated the occasion group gather- 
ing the Recreation Room (Adminis- 
tration Building) where impromptu 
music for dancing was furnished the 
members the two musical 
tions. 


NEWS FORMER EMPLOYEES 
THE SERVICE 


Pharm. Mate 2nd Cl. Chester 
Sage, duty the South Pacific, was 
wounded during April, but was soon 
warded the Purple Heart. 

And now, it’s SGT. Bennie 
still located Aloe Army Field Texas. 


Tech. Sgt. Wilbert Cambre was 
home days furlough. saw ac- 
tion the European theatre. has 
reported toa nearby Army Camp for 
reassignment. 


Nick Eliser wears broader smile 
these days, you can lay the fact 
that his son, Pfc. Eliser, reached 
home August 16th after absence 
almost years, most which were 
spent overseas. 


Elsie Faget 


Pharmacist Mate 3/c Elsie Faget 
the U.S.Naval Reserve, daughter Dr. 
and Mrs.G. Faget, was home 
furlough August. Miss Faget has re- 
turned the Naval Air Station 
San Diego, California, where she 
duty the laboratory. 

Miss Faget was graduated with 
est honors from Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, class June 


FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 


Checking Accounts Loans 

Savings Accounts Exchange 

Christmas Savings Deposit Boxes 
Bank Money Orders 


Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window,- 
let know any way can serve 
you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


BATON ROUGE 


Established 1910 


Member 
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FURTHER FACTS 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 


these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. Neither factor 
was present the much publicized case 
Father Damien but his biographers 
assert that ‘‘The good father never took 
any precautions against infection but 
lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.’’ His successor, Brother 
Joseph Dutton, worked daily inti- 
mate contact with patients for over 
years without contracting the disease. 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are 
go). 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
Prints THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star entirety hand 
set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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THE DUTY THE COMMUNITY 
AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


The duty toward the unfortunate 
tuberculous individual give him much en- 
couragement, necessary give him assistance 
while taking the cure. must not made 
feel that outcast, shunned his fel- 
lowman but rather that everyone interested 
his welfare. This applies with greater force 
leprosy patient. both the danger from contact 
infection negligible; one more infectious 
than the other, and both carelessness 
eliminated, the contact infection and disease are 
lessened non-existent. 


These truths concerning leprosy should inter- 
est every medical practitioner. our duty 
impart better understanding leprosy the 
general public, that these unfortunates may 
treated more humanely and this inexcusable 
hysteria, this unsympathetic indifference, this 
unappeased dread, fear and horror may elim- 
inated from our 


the Bulletin City Chicago Tuber- 
culosis Sanitarium. 


The late Doctors Denney and_ Ritter were outstanding 
authorities their respective fields. Dr. Denney (U.S. 
Public Health Service) was Medical Officer Charge 
the National Leprosarium Carville;-La. Dr. 
Ritter was Clinical Instructor Lecturer Tuberculosis. 
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